
PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
SCHOOL ANNUAL DAY CELEBRATIONS & ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Honourable Chief Guest of the day, H.E. Mr. Sanjiv Kohli, High 
Commissioner of India to Tanzania; Dr. Mrs. Ruma Kohli; Our revered 
Trustees Mr. Jayesh Shah, Amb. Eva Nzaro and Mr. Subhash Patel; Mr. R. 
Chandramouli, Head of Chancery; Madam Malini Chandramouli, Officials 
from the High Commission of India; Members of School Managing 
Committee; Our valued Sponsors and well-wishers; invited guests, Parents, 
My dear staff, Beloved children, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Greetings on the occasion of the Annual Day celebrations of the school! 
 
Before I proceed, I would like to pay tribute to late Master. Anandit Tanuj, 
a second standard Student and Mr. John Bernard, Office Attendant who 
passed away at the beginning of the current session. May their souls rest in 
eternal peace. 
 
Today is 02nd November. It was just a month ago on 02nd October that we 
celebrated Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th Birth Anniversary. In fact, we 
have had a yearlong celebration, commemorating the 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of our Nation.  And that is the 
reason why we have portrayed Mahatma Gandhiji on our Backdrop, on the 
occasion of the celebration of our Annual Day this year. 
 
Gandhiji said, “Live as if you were to die tomorrow.  Learn as if you were to 
live forever.”  He was very clear when he was mentioning about learning 
which is not just for a day.  It is not  
 
even for a year or more.  Learning is a lifelong process, and that is 
something that we need to bear in mind. 
 
As we all know, learning starts at home. But the formal learning takes 
place in School.  And there is unfortunately a wrong notion that marks 
alone are important, and hence, a mad race for marks.  Though marks can 
form one of the outcomes of learning, that alone is not the purpose.  
Acquisition of knowledge or access to information is a very narrow 
objective of education.  In fact, education must create competent, 



confident, disciplined and self-reliant individuals.  If we are not able to 
provide this, our education system fails. But unfortunately as I said earlier, 
everybody is after marks.  And seldom, we think about the actual 
knowledge that we need to acquire.  
 
Passing the examination is not the sole objective of education.  It is only a 
process in education. If the education system today is not in a position to 
create individuals who can stand on their feet, who can take decisions on 
their own, who can judge what is right and what is wrong, what is good 
and what is bad, we will be miserably failing as educators.  Therefore, I 
would request the student community, parent community and the public 
at large to understand that along with getting marks in the examination, 
we need to ensure that the students are getting the right atmosphere for 
learning, and the right education. 
 
We teach the students the art of living.  If one is not self-reliant and is not 
able to stand on his feet, there is no point it getting 100 upon 100 in the 
examination. 
 
A Chinese proverb says… “Give him a fish, he will eat for a day; give him a 
few, he will eat for a few days.  Teach him the art of fishing; he will eat for 
his life.” 
 
That is exactly educators in a School must be engaged with.  We must 
make sure our children are able to manage themselves.  At the end of the 
education process we must give them confidence.  We must teach them 
what discipline is.  I am a person who believes that discipline comes first 
and academics next. 
 
Even if you score 100 upon 100, and if you are not a disciplined person, 
you may not reach very far.  Whereas if you are a disciplined person, even 
with less percentage of marks, you will move up in life, and that you will 
not have to regret in future. And therefore, through the process of 
education one is to be trained in the art of living.  And education therefore 
becomes a man making process.  We, teachers in School get the children at 
a very young age.  They move out of the School after class XII, at the age of 
sixteen.  Apart from the marks they score in the examinations, we, both 



the parents and teachers must ensure that they are worthy, successful 
individuals. 
 
The ultimate purpose of education is not to enable a child to answer 
questions, but to question the answers.  There is no point in memorizing a 
few answers and writing them in the examination to get 10 upon 10.  The 
child has to understand the subject matter.  Even if the child scores 8 or 6, 
it does not matter if the child has acquired the real knowledge and the 
child knows how to arrive at the final point.  Therefore, experiential 
learning is very important.  Hands on experiment to understand what a 
thing is, is very important. 
 
There are three important components in the area of Education.  The 
Children, Teachers and the Parents. They need to function together for the 
better education of the child.  If these three components do not function 
together, the process of Education will be a failure.  If the teachers do not 
facilitate learning, if the parents do not cooperate or the child does not 
learn from both the parents as well as from the teachers, this process will 
become an utter failure, a futile exercise.   
 
Therefore, School education is a very important area in the life of an 
individual.  We would like to declare that Indian School-Dar es Salaam is all 
out to ensure that we work for the overall development of the children 
entrusted to our care.  I can ensure the parents whose children study in 
our School that our children are open to all areas of development in life. 
Just give us your support, give us your confidence, give us your trust and 
forget about the rest.  We take care of your children and ensure that they 
reach great heights in life. 
 
With this, may I move on to the reporting of the major happenings in the 
school, starting with academics. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, we have reasons to be proud of our children, who 
continuously excel, in the field of academics. This is abundantly evident, 
when we look at their performance in the Board examinations. Our 
students achieved remarkably excellent results, in the class X and XII 
examinations, conducted by the Central Board of Secondary Education, in 
March 2019. 



 
41 out of 44 students in the last batch of class X, (93 %) scored more than 
70 % marks and the remaining 3 students also scored more than 60% of 
marks. 
 
Bhasha Shah scored 100 marks out of 100 in English while Dhruvee Kirti 
Dave scored 100 out of 100 in Science in class X.  Superb performance ! My 
special congratulation to them and their English teacher, Mrs. Navdeep 
Kaur and the Science teachers Mr. Bijoy Jacob, Dr. Shobhit Sharma and Mr. 
Vivek Patil. 
 
The other subject top marks were: 99 in Mathematics, 98 in French 97 in 
Social Science, and 95 in Hindi. 
 
In Class XII, in the Science Stream, it was Dhruv Kapur who topped the 
school with 95.2 %, while Patel Jay Minesh Kumar and Noel Saji bagged 
the second and third ranks respectively. 
 
Yukta A Patel from the Commerce Stream topped the school with 94.2 %, 
followed by Anvita Bhavraju and Shaurya Dev in the second place and 
Dhoon Gandhi in the third position. 
 
21 out of 26 ie 80 % students in class XII have scored more than 70 % 
marks. 4 students scored more than 60 % marks, and there was one 
compartment. 
 
I would like to place on record, my heartfelt appreciation to the students 
and teachers, who were responsible for this creditable achievement. 
 
Apart from academics, very many different activities like Literary, Cultural, 
Sports and Games, Yoga, Art and Craft, Music, Cookery, Gardening, Picnics 
and outings, Visit to Factories and Orphanages etc. are conducted, keeping 
in mind the multidimensional growth of the young children, who are put 
under our care. 
 
We have created a Charity Fund, with the contributions from the students 
and staff on their birthdays, to help the less fortunate people around, 



particularly orphaned, deaf and dumb children.  This has brought smiles on 
the faces of those, who seldom have reasons to smile. 
 
The current session started on 20th May 2019 with a Workshop for the 
staff by Mr. Matthew Stromberg. 
 
05th June, World Environment Day was celebrated by planting of saplings 
by the then High Commissioner of India, H.E. Mr. Sandeep Arya, Members 
of the School Management Committee, staff and students. 
 
On the occasion of the World Environment Day celebrations, the Principal 
declared Indian School Campus, a Litter free and Plastic free Zone. 
 
Inter-School Throwball and Cricket competitions for girls were held 
between Indian School and Al-Muntazir School on 11th December 2019.  
Indian School girls defeated the opponents in both the fields and emerged 
victorious. 
 
A Football match was held between the teams of Indian School and the 
Government Orphanage in which the Orphanage team won. 
 
All the activities scheduled for the session went off as per plan. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to place on record my deep felt 
gratitude to H.E. Mr. Sanjiv Kohli, the High Commissioner of India, for his 
continued support, advice and guidance, as the  
 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees.  We are indeed indebted to His 
Excellency. 
 
We are also grateful to the Board of Trustees for its valuable suggestions, 
guidance and encouragement for the smooth running of the School. 
 
I would like to sincerely thank the School Managing Committee, for its 
leadership, continued and dedicated support and encouragement, for the 
growth of this institution. 
 



My sincere and heart-felt gratitude and appreciation to the members of 
the staff, teaching and non-teaching, for their constant and infinite support 
and co-operation.  They strive hard, ensuring high standards, as the real 
pillars of our Institution. I thank our beloved students, for their good 
behaviour, spirit of service and discipline, displayed on all occasions. 
 
Our parents are the backbone of our institution. Their help and support are 
of great value to the school.  I thank all the parents, benefactors, well-
wishers, and all our guests who have honoured us with their presence, 
thus showing their appreciation for our efforts.  
 
Our valued sponsors are remembered, with gratitude and appreciation, for 
it is their financial assistance that enabled us to conduct this function, in 
this manner. 
 
Yet again, I would like to appreciate and acknowledge each and every one, 
whose helping hand is always extended towards the School. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Thank you very much. 

 
Thomas K. Joseph 
Principal 


